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Key Requests to the European Commission, Council 
of Ministers and the European Parliament

•To endorse the WHO Resolution and to encourage all European 
countries to develop National Action Plans

• To develop a comprehensive Pan-European infection management
strategy with sepsis as a key element

• To promote an European Sepsis Week around World Sepsis Day 
•To encourage and support the European Center for Disease Control to 

engage in education for citizens and healthcare professionals on sepsis 
•To consider the inherent links between AMR, ICP and sepsis in the new 

resolution of the EU Parliament to tackle AMR 
•To expand existing EU research programs on Infection control and AMR 

to sepsis



The Resolution Acknowledges That:

•“Each year, sepsis causes approximately six million deaths 
worldwide, most of which are preventable”

• Sepsis is a syndromic response to infection and the final common pathway to death 
from most infectious diseases”

• “Sepsis is an emergency that requires time-critical actions improved training of health 
care professionals and laypeople”

• “In the community, sepsis often presents as the clinical deterioration of common and 
preventable infections such as those of the respiratory, gastrointestinal and urinary 
tract, or of wounds and skin”

• “Health care-associated infections represent a common pathway through which sepsis 
can place an increased burden on health care resources” 

• “Infections which may lead to sepsis can often be prevented through appropriate hand 
hygiene, access to vaccination programmes, improved sanitation and water quality “„It is a tragedy that most of the 6 million deaths, 

among them one million babies are preventable!“  



1 in 5 with 
post-acute mortality

3-fold increase in
cognitive impairment

1-2 new functional limitations
(activities of daily living)

40% re-hospitalized 
within 90 days

Iwashyna, et al. JAMA. 2010. Prescott, et al. JAMA. 2015. 
Prescott, et al. BMJ. 2016.

Sepsis is Not Over When the Patients
Leave the Hospital

Courtesy H. Prescott



A World free of Sepsis

This makes sepsis the number
one cause of preventable deaths

and disability
on a global scale! 



Also the Health Economic Burden of Sepsis 
is Huge



•Europe 743,1 Millions
•EU 510.1 MillionsAnnual Sepsis Cases 3.427.521 

Annual Deaths:             678.649
One-third of survivors die
during the following year

Two million survivors may suffer
from long term disabilities 

Estimates on the Burden of Sepsis in Europe  



https://www.global-sepsis-alliance.org/news/2018/4/10/recovery-after-a-
hospitalization-for-sepsis-life-after-sepsis

https://www.global-sepsis-alliance.org/news/2018/4/10/recovery-after-a-hospitalization-for-sepsis-life-after-sepsis


Mortality Between Countries Differs

Time               Mortality Reduction relative Reduction



The Risk-adapted Mortality Varies Considerably
Between Hospitals

In any country the chance to survive sepsis must not 
depend on the hospital where you are admitted



Characteristics of Countries and Health 
Systems with Low Mortality Are Known

• High priority on patient safety and quality improvement  
• Effective programs on infection prevention and control 
• Training of health care workers in early detection of 

deteriorating patients – early warning scores, rapid response 
teams, critical Incidence Reporting

• Sepsis QI Campaigns on the national, hospital and community 
level

• Education of lay people on the prevention and early signs of 
sepsis

These programs and knowledge must become

the core of national sepsis plans! 





Hospital Mortality rates ( age 0-17years)
All patients :                    11.8%
Bundle completed :          7.5%  
Bundle not completed 13.2%

Hospital Mortality ratea (age 0-17 years )  
in Germany:                               17.2% 





•Only 17% of respondees believe that vaccination 
is protective 

•23 % are convinced that sepsis is an allergic 
reaction  

•30 % sepsis is caused by „killer bugs“ 
•They majority believes that it is diagnosed by a 
red line that moves towards the heart

It Urges Us to Increase Awareness and 
Improve Education of Lay People 

Influenza: Pneumococci:

Germany: 31.4%                 Germany: 35.5%                            
US:           69.1%                 US:           63.6%
UK:           71.1%                 UK:           69.8%  
Australia:  74   %                 Australia:  56   % 





Germany is the Leader in Health Care 
Expenditure in Europe 

43% above European average



Preventable deaths from sepsis in 
Germany 25/100 000 population



Thirty-day mortality after admission to hospital 
for AMI 

2010 and 2015 (or nearest years) 

Health at a Glance 2017: OECD indicators -
© OECD 2017

http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/health_glance-2017-en


We call for a comprehensive One Health Pan-
European Infection Management Strategy that:

•considers the intrinsic links between antimicrobial resistance, 
infection prevention/control, and sepsis control and care

• understands the importance of overcoming silos within systems by 
initiating dialogue between all stakeholders

•promotes awareness of sepsis and the potential of sepsis prevention 
by increasing vaccination rates and clean care

• educates laypeople and healthcare workers about early recognition 
of sepsis

• fosters the improvement of sepsis diagnosis and management by 
evidence-based sepsis management 

•supports research to better understand the epidemiology and burden 
of sepsis and AMR and



More Policymakers Need Understand Their
Key Role in the Fight Against Sepsis

H. Gröhe, Germany
Minister of Health

Jeremy Hunt, UK
Minister of Health

Gov. A. Cuomo, USA

Denise Cardo, USA 
CDC 

Helge Braun, Germany 
Chancellery Minister 

Vytenis Andriukaitis
WHO

Dr. Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus, WHO

Margaret Chan 
WHO



Major Societies Recently Joined the GSA 



A World Free of Sepsis!

www.global-sepsis-alliance.org
www.world-sepsis-day.org


